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As an overview the process is to

Reflect – using experience

Analyse/ Reflect …

in the light of the stories/Gospel/our faith

Respond / Act…

to the signs of the times / experiences through the

lens of our Christian perspective.

Any methodology can be adopted and/or  adapted

1.
What is the Key Issue to address?

For example, one of the signs of the times is an increase in the trafficking of women and children for sexual exploitation. This is driven largely by male demand. It is fuelled by the social acceptance of pornography, sex-tourism, prostitution and ease of access through the Internet by which all these can be procured.

[at this point, it might be useful to explore some feelings eg how do you feel when you see prostitutes on the street? Or massage parlours/sex clubs advertised in local  papers? 

Have you ever met or spoken to prostitute/trafficked woman? Who might users and absuers be? What surprised you about the experience?]

2.
Where is it taking place and why? What experience/knowledge/ awareness do 

we have of this issue already?

Share stories or case studies to bring this issue into focus - what are the overt and hidden causes of it and its increase? 
Where is it taking place and why? Globally and locally. Driven largely by male demand, fuelled by poverty (at supply source), discrimination against women, Patriarchy / Gender inequality / Pornography / Profit / Prostitution / Massage parlours, Escort agencies and Sex clubs / Globalization / the cultural acceptance of exploitation, commercialisation or commodification of women’s bodies.
[Empathy – put yourself in another’s shoes. Worth exploring personal experience around the issue of being excluded or marginalized especially as a woman. Ask people to think about /reflect/pray on a time when they have personally experienced isolation, exclusion or feelings of powerlessness when some structure or person has taken away their choice. 

Imagine you live in Eastern Europe. You are single with children, and no job. You get an offer of a job that will bring you money. What do you do?

Even if you know it’s a job as a prostitute what are your options?]
[Analysis of male-demand: underpinned by the power dynamic between men and women and the structural inequalities. It is in this context that women and children can be bought and sold and exploited so easily.]

3.
How do we respond as Christians (Women Religious) to this reality?

What informs our response? (using Scripture and Catholic Social Teaching as  the 

basis for our involvement)as in: what should be the principles behind any response?

What are the underlying Christian principles behind our concern and our response?

When we recall and reflect on stories from Scripture, what do they say to, or about, this situation? How would Jesus respond?

Also if you are going to talk of it as male-demand led then worth exploring what the power dynamic between men and women is as a context eg get  some figures on comparative pay

4.
Is there anything in Church teaching that also should inform our response?

Recall / reflect on the key passages from Catholic Social Teaching.

The principles of equality, common good, human dignity, justice, compassion, liberation of the oppressed, option for the poor, human rights.

5.
Agree as a group whether and WHY we are concerned and compelled to act.
What does our faith teach us about the way we need to respond to the situation?

Why are we called to act?

6.
Respond: agree as a group the appropriate Response (as individuals and as 

group) and the ACTION(s) to take in relation to the issue.

What is our response as individuals? As group?

How will this action effect change?


Personally/ individual action?


Collective action

Behavioural change?


Systemic change?

Components for Action… that will effect both personal and systemic change.

•
Education and information - awareness-raising

•
Attitude & Behaviour - lifestyle and solidarity

•
Choices [spiritual, moral, social, economic, political] that will effect change

•
Campaign action to bring about systemic change – lobbying/calling for new/revised legislation what are the options available?
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For more information contact UNANIMA International 
at fergcf@earthlink.net
Theological Reflection - Process
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