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A Reflection for a Lenten fast



Reflect with Rosa: When I was a young mother with my first baby we lived on a big finca in Peru.  I was taking care of the house and the family’s children.  In the house they had good drinking water but outside all the water was polluted.  I remember one day when my baby cried and cried, “I’m thirsty.”
But I had no safe water to give him.
Consider Latin America: 
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 In regions such as Central America and the Andes, mining activities of both heavy and precious metals are leaving a trail of human rights and environmental violations.  Open-pit mining has particularly severe impacts on water safety and access for people living near the mines.  Acid leakage contaminates the water in nearby streams.  Flora and fauna are eliminated in areas of operations.  Forests are depleted in order to construct roads, camps and other installations.  Phreatic (groundwater) levels are altered, affecting vegetation and other living organisms in the subsoil and on the surface. In January, 2003, cyanide spills polluted aquifers near the Lara River in Honduras.  This groundwater provided water to 40,000 inhabitants of Santa Rosa de Copán. Following the spill, children and adults developed rashes caused by the pollution in the water.  Fish, animals and birds died from the incident.  
In the mountains of San Marcos, Guatemala, the Canadian-owned Marlin Mine has been accused of having caused cyanide spikes, and elevated levels of heavy metal contamination and acid-mine drainage at its mines in Guatemala and Honduras. The mine uses an estimated 250,000 litres of water per hour and, since it began operating, six sources of water are reported to have dried up.  Furthermore, independent studies have documented elevated levels of arsenic in rivers near the mine.  The company claims to have the highest standards of run-off treatment in tailings containment ponds, yet the very stability of the tailings ponds cannot be guaranteed in this highly sensitive seismic region of Central America. The Bishops’ Conferences of Guatemala and El Salvador have issued statements denouncing such mining practices and their consequences. In May 2010, The Interamerican Human Rights Commission (IHRC) of the Organization of American States (OAE) ordered the Marlin Mine to suspend its activities and to decontaminate the river waters.  To date, neither the company nor the Guatemalan government have carried out this order.

For reflection:
1. Canada, Guatemala and Honduras are among the signatories of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Guatemala and Honduras are also signatories of the International Labour Organization Convention 169. This binds these countries to obtain the Free, Prior and Informed Consent of Indigenous Communities with regard to use or development of their lands.

2.  “Social engagement is one way of talking about the power and responsibility of citizenship; it is also a way of talking about our efforts to join with God in shaping God’s Reign.”  (Sue Wilson, csj in “Office for Systemic Justice Newsletter”, May, 2010)

3. “Compassion is real only if our interconnection is embodied through relationships of solidarity.”  (Ibid)

What does our faith have to say about our responsibility for water?

Scripture:

Ex. 3: 7a, 10  “I have seen the affliction of my people…and have heard their cry...Come now, I will send you…to lead my people.  

What do the themes of Catholic social teaching show us about this situation?

“Pope John XXIII in Pacem in Terris extended the concept of the common good to a global, international dimension.  Pope John Paul II included the common good of creation stating that government is required to work toward a healthy environment, adequate and safe water, and effective regulation to limit hazardous pollution. Catholic bishops further refined this concept: the “Common good should be conceived as the sustenance and flourishing of life for all beings and for future generations.” (Canadian Catholic Bishops: “A Pastoral Letter on the Christian Ecological Imperative”). Therefore even great financial gain does not justify serious harm to the environment. (US Catholic Bishops: “A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence and the Common good.”) 

What can I, what can we do?

Deepen our awareness of the inadequacy of the current economic and development models.
Act out of an engaged spirituality/cosmology

As global citizens, we must 

· recognize our profound interdependence, 

· be capable of an ethical indignation in the face of the webs of illusion that can enslave us, 

· develop a prophetic imagination to envision the just and sustainable alternatives required, 

· call upon our power to create change, 

· and call our governments to develop just and sustainable policies and structures for the common good.
What are some concrete steps we can take to deepen our awareness of the inadequacy of the current economic and development models and to act out of an engaged spirituality/ cosmology?
Closing Prayer: Litany for the people suffering from the effects of mining.

Develop your own litany by thinking of all those who suffer from the effects of mining on water, those who are working to see justice and form petitions for each them.
Response: O God you have seen the affliction of your people and heard their cry.

Do you know…?

Scientists are concerned that our present levels of water pollution harm the hydrological system, are unsustainable and put all life forms on the planet in peril.

