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   Programme of UNANIMA International
From its very beginning, UNANIMA International identified working on behalf of immigrants and refugees as one of its areas of focus.  During the first several years, this focus was primarily carried out through the work against human trafficking and the demand for human trafficking.  

In the last three years, our staff and board members have focused more directly on migrants, refugees, internally displaced persons and those who are stateless because of lack of documentation.  What are some of our activities on behalf of migrants and refugees?
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· Collaborating with other NGOs, UNANIMA International developed a brochure to lobby representatives to the United Nations so that their governments would promote the respect of human rights for migrant workers and their families by signing the 1990 International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.  To date, this convention has only 45 States Parties and none of them are receiving countries. We continue to support the effort to encourage more States to ratify this convention.
· UNANIMA International has participated in the NGO Committee on Migration in New York.

· In 2010, UNANIMA International sent a representative to the Global Forum on Migration and Development in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, and has collaborated with other NGOs in New York to develop statements promoting decent work for all including those who are migrants and/or living in poverty.

· Also in 2010, UNANIMA International participated in the Peoples’ Global Action on Migration, Development, and Human Rights.  During this forum, a representative from UNANIMA worked with other delegates to present a declaration on the rights of migrants to the subsequent Global Forum on Migration and Development. 
· In its work to eliminate poverty, UNANIMA International has consistently spoken out to defend the rights of migrants who leave their homelands to obtain a better life for themselves and their families.

UNANIMA Prayer for 30 November 2011
Mary Most Holy, you, together with Saint Joseph and the Child Jesus experienced the suffering of exile. You were forced to flee Egypt to escape persecution.  Today we entrust the men, women and children who live as migrants and refugees to your maternal protection. 
Grant us the grace to welcome them with Christian hospitality, so that these brothers and sisters of ours may find acceptance and understanding on their journey.

Teach us to recognize your Son

· In the migrant who labours to bring food to our table;

· In the refugee seeking protection from persecution, war, famine, climate change and natural disasters;

· In the women, children and men who are victims of human trafficking;

· In the asylum seeker imprisoned for fleeing without documents.
Through the work of UNANIMA at the United Nations, may all those who are far from their place of birth be better able to a home were no one is a stranger.  We ask this in the name of your Son and our brother, Jesus. 




             
Amen

